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Targeted Standards (In 
Order of Importance) 

Description/Big Ideas Essential Questions End of Unit Assessment 

Flex Unit:  College and 
Career Readiness 
 

State Standards: 
 
W.12.3 
W.12.6 

Description: In this unit, students are guided through steps 
to prepare them for College and Career readiness.  Students 
will set meaningful goals and write a resume and/or college 
application essay while developing a unique voice in 
writing. 
 
Big Idea:  College application essays and professional 
resumes can creatively portray a writer’s voice and 
communicate their goals, values, and beliefs.   
 
Suggested Novel Options:  

• The Glass Castle 

How do authors develop a creative 
and distinct voice when composing 
text? 

How do I use my voice to 
communicate a personal story that 
shares my goals, values, and beliefs? 

Students develop and produce a 
college application essay and/or 
resume. 
 

Unit 1 
 
Success 

RI.12.2 
RI.12.3 
W.12.2 
 

Supporting: 
RI.12.1 
RI.12.4 
RI.12.6 

Description:  In this unit, students will explore multiple 
perspectives about the concept of success and the factors, 
traits, and characteristics necessary to achieve it by 
examining a variety of texts and text types.  Throughout the 
unit, students will examine how authors develop ideas over 
the course of a text, use data to support those ideas, make 
structural choices, and use rhetorical appeals.  Students will 
evaluate others’ claims about success, and they will draw 
upon their understanding of the ideas and details presented 
to develop and support their own explanations of success. 
  
Big Idea:  There are a variety of factors, traits, and 
characteristics that contribute to success, including the 
dissemination of power, social privileges, and the 
development of an individual’s personal agency.   
 
Suggested Novel Options:  

• The Glass Castle 
• Outliers  
• Funny in Farsi  

What is the definition of success? 
 
What does success feel like? 
 
What does success look like? 
 
What situations are catalysts for 
success? 
 
What traits and characteristics 
contribute to success? 
 
What is personal agency? 
 
What is the relationship between 
success and personal agency? 

Expository Essay 
 
Compose a well-structured essay 
in which you analyze and 
explain the factors and/or traits 
that contribute to success.  
Develop your ideas with 
appropriate and relevant 
evidence, details, and examples 
from the texts examined in this 
unit. 
 

Unit 2 
 
Argument & Inquiry 
Please note that Units 2 
and 3 follow the same 
order as the 2020-2021 
school year.  

RI.12.5 
RI.12.7 
W.12.1 
W.12.7 
 

Supporting: 
RI.12.2 
RI.12.8 

 

Description:  In this unit, students will be encouraged to 
think about and seek answers to self-created questions of 
inquiry, and to develop research-based responses in a 
written argument that demonstrates discourse around a topic 
or issue.  Emphasis will be placed upon self-directed 
research as students produce an annotated bibliography 
showing their research progress.  Students will use mentor 
texts to examine how arguments can take various 
forms/modes and analyze how authors’ stylistic choices 
convey their purpose or meaning. 

How can I create relevance for an 
argument about a topic or issue of 
importance to me? 
 
How can I use the arguments of 
others to establish my own unique 
perspective about a topic or issue 
under inquiry? 
 

Research Paper  
 
Plan and write an argumentative 
essay in which you identify and 
explain the topic/issue you have 
researched.  In your essay, you 
are expected to establish the 
importance and relevance of the 
topic/issue and demonstrate 
understanding of the 
conversation surrounding it by 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/11-12/3/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/11-12/6/
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Big Idea:  Arguments, which can take various forms, are 
made within the context of a larger conversation about a 
topic or issue.  Self-directed research can come from a 
process of inquiry and can be demonstrated through an 
annotated bibliography. 
 
Suggested Novel Options:  

• The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks 
• The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-

Time. 

How can my contributions to a 
larger conversation demonstrate 
personal agency? 
 
How do authors use other modes of 
expression to present arguments? 

utilizing the "they say/I say" 
structure to synthesize multiple 
perspectives on and responses to 
an inquiry-based question that 
has guided your research.  Your 
essay should offer a unique 
perspective on the topic/issue 
which supports, opposes, 
amends, complicates, or 
qualifies, one or more, other 
arguments.  It should be well-
supported and evidently engaged 
with the arguments of others.   

Unit 3 
The Evolution of 
Gender Roles 
 
Please note that Units 2 
and 3 follow the same 
order as the 2020-2021 
school year. 

RI/RL.12.5 
RI/RL.12.6 
W.12.2 
 

Supporting: 
RI.12.7 

 

Description: In this unit, students will investigate 
traditional and stereotypical gender roles as well as the 
broad societal evolution in gender roles that has occurred 
over time. Students will read and analyze literary and 
nonfiction texts, examining how authors use structure and 
their point of view to express their ideas about gender and 
analyze ways in which gender stereotypes are reinforced 
and challenged in various media. Students will compose a 
synthesizing analysis of multiple fiction and informational 
texts and connect this analysis to the authors’ treatment of 
gender stereotypes. 
 
Big Idea: Traditional and stereotypical gender roles and 
perceptions have changed over time. In literary and 
nonfiction texts, authors use the resources of language to 
challenge and/or reinforce gender stereotypes and traditional 
perceptions about gender. 
 
Suggested Novel Options:  

• Hamlet 
• Othello 
• Pride and Prejudice 
• Wuthering Heights 
• Song of Solomon 

How are gender stereotypes created 
and perpetuated, and how have they 
changed over time? 
  
How are gender stereotypes 
reinforced and challenged in various 
media? 
  
How do writers use language to 
advance a theme about gender? 
  
How do external circumstances and 
societally constructed gender roles 
create conflict and how can we 
resolve those conflicts for social 
justice? 

Literary Analysis 
 
Using both informational and 
literary texts, compose an 
explanatory essay in which you 
analyze the authors’ point of 
views on gender and how their 
choices perpetuate or challenge 
gender stereotypes. 
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Flex Unit: Nature and 
Ourselves 

RI.12.5 
RI.12.6 
W.12.3 and/or W.12.1 

 
 

Description:  In this unit, students examine personal 
relationships with nature through literary and informational 
texts.  Students will explore themes of nature using a critical 
lens to deepen their analysis of texts.  Students will also 
explore numerous informational texts that address 
controversial environmental issues.  The unit concludes with 
students composing a personal narrative about an interaction 
with nature. 
 
Big Idea:   Man’s view and relationship with nature provide 
a reflection about life and the human condition. 
 
Suggested Novel Options:  

• Into the Wild (Also included in G11U3) 
• Frankenstein  
• Life of Pi (Also included in 9GT) 

How does nature provide a 
reflection of the inner person? 
 
What is the impact of one's personal 
agency upon the natural world? 
 
How does the natural world 
influence one's personal agency? 
 
Should there be limits to man’s 
manipulation of nature?  
 

Personal Narrative Essay  
 
Students will compose an 
original personal narrative in 
response to the following 
prompt: 
 
After reading “Living Like 
Weasels” and another text of 
your choice, plan and write a 
personal narrative in which you 
describe and reflect on a 
memorable encounter or 
experience you have had in 
nature. How did this experience 
lead you to an insight about your 
own life or about the human 
condition? Compare that 
realization with those presented 
in “Living Like Weasels” and 
from one of the texts provided. 
 
Argument Essay  
 
Compose an argument that 
supports or rejects the following 
proposition:  Man has gone too 
far in manipulating nature.  Use 
evidence from at least two of the 
texts provided to develop your 
claims and support your 
reasoning. You may also choose 
to use evidence from texts read 
throughout this unit as well as 
your independent research to 
support your ideas. As you write, 
be sure to use an organizational 
structure and style that supports 
your ideas in a clear, convincing, 
and engaging manner. 
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Capstone Argument Essay: Personal Agency or Circumstance 
 
Students will compose an argument essay in response to the following prompt: Is personal agency or are circumstances a greater determinant of how one’s life 
unfolds?  Or, is it some combination of both? In their argument, students should be sure to use evidence from three of the texts read during this year to develop and 
support their claim. 
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